
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Mr Kettle 
 
Thank you for your email of 18

th
 December to the Secretary of State for 

Transport about re-opening the Woodhead railway line.  Your email has been 
passed to me in Network Services division to answer. 
 
The Government’s position is it will consider proposals on a case by case 
basis, based on the economic benefits put forward by local partners.  The 
Government is working with local authorities and other partners to identify the 
best new rail projects that can unlock new housing and economic growth, 
ease overcrowding, meet future demand and offer good value for money.  It is 
also helping them to identify new ways of designing, financing and funding 
additional rail capacity.  
 
The Department is developing guidance for investors and developers to 
ensure the process for taking forward proposals and engaging with 
Government is as clear and transparent as possible. We will be looking to 
engage with the market to discuss this in more detail and hope to publish in 
spring 2018.   
 
This reflects the need to prioritise schemes and to ensure our investment 
counts. Any scheme seeking Government funding will need to demonstrate a 
strong business case, and I hope the enhancement process I have set out will 
allow local and private promoters to make the case for such investments. 
 
You may already know that passenger numbers across the country have 
doubled since the mid-1990s, and the industry has reversed its previous 
decline, delivering new investment and new trains. With demand growing, we 
are now focused on resolving the challenges faced by an increasingly 
congested network so that passengers receive a more reliable and efficient 
service. 
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We will be exploring opportunities to restore capacity lost under the Beeching 
and British Rail cuts of the 1960s and 1970s, where this unlocks housing and 
growth, eases crowded routes, meets future demand and offers good value 
for money.  
 
We have set aside significant funding for the development of new railway 
schemes in 2019 to 2024. Our recent strategic vision publication sets out the 
sort of schemes that could receive investment. This funding for development 
of new schemes forms part of the Government’s Statement of Funds 
Available for the railway for Control Period 6, covering the years 2019-2024. 
This continues funding for the biggest railway modernisation programme 
since Victorian times and will see around £47.9bn invested. We expect this 
funding to be used to deliver what passengers and businesses want: a 
dependable railway, with an increased focus on punctuality and reliability.  
 
I hope this is helpful. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
PATRICK NEGUS 


